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PAST YEAR'S RUSH TO HEAR IT
NOT SEEN THIS YFEAR,

Contrast Between Last Season's Craze and
the Lack of Interest Now—causes of
the Change —~Ceonrled's Hopes of Pronts
Inthe Future Likely to Be DMsappointed

\\.v}x r)n;
Metropolitar
ng the seriea

erformance of “Parsifal” at the
1 Opera House to-morrow morn-
announoced for the season will

me to an end, and the opera will hava
completed first. year as a musical offer-
ng to New York audienceas

o far the performance of this work,
«hich had previously heen sacred to Pay-

reuth, has been the most striking achieve-
1ent in Mr. Conried’s tarm as impresario.
Whatever history may record of him as an
'pera manager, it is certain that ha will be
alled first as the man who immported
against great odds this lnst work of Wag-
ner's genius
A strange experience has befallen this
'pera during its first American vear, and
the incidenta to he racallad here are unique
n the history of the waorld
ar

amuasements

What was accepted liere with an enthusi-
+=m that amounted to little less than mania
#came in one vear a matter of such indiffer-
“nes as to make the second series of repre-
septationa barely profitahle in comparison
with what series had So
‘nthusiastic a reception of a 1
=0 comnpl an ending of public
ad never bean known before
The receipts for the eleven performances
{ the work lqet nything
the history &-the
be «l head
Furope work
the first

the first heen

ovelty and

atn interest

“PaR0

" exceeded

own in ol

amusem
that

the

pera may

or

unde
W hen

tire

18sed

arm in was

Eve

represented

g for on Christmas

ne vear ago the audience

almogrt $20.000

Fhe receipts for the following ten per-

formances of the work hronght up the
tofal amount to $138.308. The n"“v.u.'"
raceipts for each performance were $16
717 This sum was made possible by
the fact that the prices for seats at the

Metropolitan were douhled in the expensive
11ts of tha house
When the time came for Mr. Conried to
iecide on tha programme for hig brnefit

that shrewd commander of the operatio
ship selectead “Parsifal.” and the result
vas that another audience, representing
$15.000, gathered to hear the worl More

han $8.000 was returned to nts for

the sale of

ivwkets who had

tha

writtean before

seats at the box office be

gan

Such a record as this naturally led Mir
Conried to sacrad opera
of Wagner would remain as mueh of i
gold mine as it had been during the first

He

bel

ve that this

vear expressed his confidence in
arning vearlyv for tha npext five wvears
i

At the end of his first season the desire
to ses the opera was apparently greater
than it had ever been. There was every
cireymstance to  justify the nmnum-r';
optimiatic view,

At the end of this five vears of golden
wer, Mr. Conried, in he retained
direction of the Metropolitan, was to
put the opera at that time into the réper-
toire,

~h

the

onse

Before the production last winter *“Par-
«ifal® was the subject of more comment
than any other dramatic or musical per-
formance Mr. Conried announced in
March, 1903, that his election to the direc-
tion of the Metropolitan had given him
the opportunity to carry out a plan which
he had been considering for ten vears
Ha intended to perform in New York the
vpera which Wagner
will, !

by the terms of his
iad held sacred to Bayreuth

years before he had proposed
pay Mme. Wagner a chare of the profits

I'en to

or $25,000 down if she would allow him
to perform the work under the direction
of Anton Seidl. That good lady had al

it
Hgrestion
I'he opera
and there w;
A oent to

thrown him out of Wahnfried for this

was not protected by U
s no legal necess {
ady Mr. Corp

jut

that Mmnme \\ aguner should share n
profits which he believed were certain

Every day brought up some frest phase
of the controversy ( Wagner en-
Zaged an Americ er to obtain an
njunction ag &L the prod tion of the
work In thiz move s«he failed

Mr. Conried got the best of the Bav-
reuth artists for the same

=ung in Bayreuth, in

ner's entreaties

I'hese in

al who owes his artist
er; Anton Van Rooy, who |

it lass under obligationy t
Fuchs
The moral aspect of the work aroused
CisCssion on every side e HRev. In
D. J. Burrell of the Marble (oll
Church declared t} th ) tto was
blasphen end bogged the authoritis
interfera to prevent ' performance
of the work, The It Dr. Charles H
} t denounced the text with eq o1

and Bis} Burizes< of Long Island ad f"l‘
N8 voice to the Protestant ol Lios
I'ha He Dr. Duffield of the old Twe
Street ]"'-»'\j. terian Churcol VA ar her
pponent f the performance Father
Wynne of the Society of Jesys
the faw persor aho had w
| the apera f a religi s
}
to t 1 icity thus given
to the coming performance, there was the
Iy progre f the legal fratures of the
144 Al ft were decl in )
f Mr. Conr leg
L . !
\ th 1sed
Wi
1L an enormons andienoe
he precedented < f $20 000 swarmed
1o the theatre for the first performance
nd similar audience ontinued to pgo
long t was possible last winter o
tf have given thirty
o stead of twelve and sold
' o} &~ for oy ne of ther Bu
v oaey 1 ta | the part of wisdom to
rye n f the profits for {future soa-
Henry W Sa eeing the er
3 tore { 18 OPera "
| to g 1 Englisl
Vhen Mr. Canried returned fr I o
fa snnounced five performances
') v ork in the eve n 1 two mat
It w4 ficl opinion that a
v Arles wonuld be necessar 1 i
there w no doubt in his mind that the
#cond year wonld bring the $0.000 profit
wh he had ealeulated
But a; soon as the public sale of seats
15 anr wed it became  evident that
“Pa nterest had bx gun to wane
Whare . he letters and heoks that
were the vear before until thes d
et int thes baskets?
I was t} t it ar i
f the opera might have ne bRl
he Sntmarsrliiine & com
X highly praisad for X fer
uction. but tha publie staved awa
wt Iinira perd ) Englis
[ ! id not i 1o a puthi

mad over the work

When

| opened,

ol

bought hea
Tickets sold for half price on the streat

th

the seasan

thn

o tick

sale for
to about $35,000 for the geve n perf:
Included in that

at t
*Pa

Sum was the
it x-;-v't"x].ﬂun

Fuarewell and Welcome
the O!d
walching sicles

ha Metropolitan

raifal”

Becayan Year dying lay.

amounted
were sad and gra}

rmmances
: ’ I'he winds went sobblng on thelr way
investment
Lhaln finld r~ hrown An N
who must have nely Ids we brown and t
oakis, s0 lately green and fal:
ssed all thelr naked [tmbs in alr

at the first performance. <At the second t faded Into night
$10 orchestra seats could be had for $2 ‘," ,‘, v--."‘““'y"'”","‘.‘?“:
At the third performages, it was not pos A Ny
sible 1o s0e a speculator with the naked night fied dorior
eye within a mile of the theatre gy "ﬂ ;

It i= probable that the original $28 000
was not inoreased by the smallest aat the \t i aa " f ¥ 1"’ ! ol
box office after the first performance Nl ATt P nlie AaRtalid
Last year the opera was sung before audi- A o ] ) ) :
ences that ;r;lt";\'mi the ”‘n'”“. and listened v -‘\. -\" .‘ Is il r‘qv v
with keen suspense and intent aliorption A nete white warld «‘\ lied up at ¢
Lo every note This vear the seats -i"uﬂn NINETTE M. Lowy
stalrs were but sparsely ocoupied BIt of Domestlc Genre

If Mr. Conried has ndt added many hun- From the Chicemo Tridune
dreds of dollars to what he gained Bat. ¢ S W EAR Of RETIAAtE: bose waod b

BAVE It 5!

year, he has not lost much In fact, it is Tt 7.,;“.' e 3 hen scattered famiiles 1n pleas
X‘r"t;ﬂ ""}" that he has made a reasonable  When vagrant stra of musle come in echoes
rofit this vear too t is no vially 0 er the snow
; ;) \ r toc It is not an especially \Wha sie s girl and Jennia's boy have had
| €xpensive opera to parformand withaverage her fight
audiences of $5.500 the mapagement wil] % 1 148 saving, now it ts that Gladneas takes her
make money And sir Peace and Nrotherlove as her at
Why curiosity about the work should & w » over all the fisid of life are seeda of Kindness
have been satisfied 8o quickly is a problemn i ' | he head fr
Bl Dant ot klak the. he am
in amusements that is not to be explained Ao BISRLLIEL DSR4 ) SR
It was not possibla that the audiences laat ’ s
- I'is 1 who have grown old may sit and
SEAS0N wWere cotnposed l\l’”xv'”)":‘ oY miieth A sho grown ¢ A
lovers. Music lovers of themselves could \nd Wi es adown the years
! 1114
not have made up the immensa guthering of nd see them br ter, tn the reminiscent
thosa twalve audienoes . -
ow dare 3 ‘a!p your little Cousin
The sensational nature of the opera lad M & doll?
ﬁ“.,,. many persons who were rmrely if A\ “. T b tdoven the past, and count again
ever, in the opera house before. They s The glad that 18 ours to.day {f we but call
of course, h-r:v-i to death by the length of ' 1na u) the treasyres that our memoriers
I'n sifal Naturally, this section of the - -
raged 8 0" Nat { tha naint all aff of Willle's
nudiences conld not be brought |
;n:." they undoubtedly did much to e _—
udica their friends f the mime t Tanrence Sterne
3 e Pals 3 ,
against the work f L
NOy 4
Music lovers prefer other operas of Wag- \ o what & gifs
< \
ner to this last creati of his genius, and 1 With the merry
4 wen f v some
they were not going twice to hear this pera | A roz y
when there were others they prefer at half | I
the price. Persons moderately fond of 1 Ts ATACRING it the skirs
opera. were also repelled by the length of v AL vin/
tha work., There i), of course. Y no [ lounge with thee t 1
more productions of the work this vear Nor k7 7 :
with the exveption of those to e given Cith 1 * Tot
by the company on the road d WWidow retlon wine
> ) r 5 in rt o stay
What will the future of “Parsifal™ be in ST
this country? Mr. Conried w:l! probably A Hundred Years Hence.
put the work into the repertoire next segson From the Japan Weekly Mad
Ted X .
although he has so far mada no decluration et rtters all this toll and sirife®
of his intentions javn, A Uitle day.
! . ) Fhicdin TRty
Many persons thought that this conres SEAnt teniat rn ot las
would have bean tha right one for the nre X 1s r wi d on each
I r ; ; 3¢ 1 S \
ent season and that it would have kept I th who ¢ s of allfe he
alive the interest in the work AS 4 reper Fach W ol befare one. when sach
Clea ror 5 ' A INATL
toira opera, some paople bolieve, it will
never hold itsa awn with the pul when Kine ,‘., « "..,‘ - e :g“v:..u.
when brought into competition with the With stone a neret and shisld
other Wagner operas. So as a repertoire e . :
opera 1t will for the next faw seasons prol
oo What of the nieht? Why wers we born to al
ably have for or five performances a i Tering., w o e r y-r~"v'," e
vear, and no more \ v ' ' oAt """‘-r
& ) v 1T shall be allowed
It will, at ite, nevar be given again t sleap eternlty away?
at increased prices Mr. Conned realized e
\ U] y v te A
soon after the sale began this season that er s p
he had made a mistake in clinging to tha 7w 18 Pr
z ‘ - 1 ’ v OKOew
advanced figure 1 r ’ S et
“Parsifal's” first vear of existence in this " andl 10 make, | only piesd for peane:
country is the most astonishing and incom- : .
prehensible episode ever known in the his- - e e Tk ¥ho br the ':3" € to birth
Py tons with u single ¢
tory of amuasmenta, 1 !
. )
HORSES FOR FOX HUNTING, | |0 850 AGITe fof An BOBES
St e 'R to 1a ) Y. 1T breast,
X \nd, falllng 184 Leyond the reach of Man
Qualifications That Breeders Consider ’ POBT Ix FXIIN. °
Mast  Important, e
. ' ; . Polly's Apron.
From (he Wasminglon Star When Polly plts her apron on
“The fox hunting seas=on is onin Virgin Vith niost taportant fussing,
ind 1he nter sport promises to he eapacialls e grave s538 she d the thing
goud,” =aid 8, (5. Rumer of Warrento: Yo . er K from mussing
kniow ra lots Of hunters in « ¢ " ] .
ind to wateh rtheir intion from t  a PR ’
really ar tLE sty (!
I It's best hoy to by ght | ) vt to thrililig
P el } i i1+ 5 t
N hette T 8 daily exor ! f 1S prol folds
1= his long cont ¢l . L Lo 1 s r r
re o gh, heavy animal : peUERCRIREE TUALIRD
Lcapd] i | up worse 1! o
i th a sloeyx, gracefy t i MieLax R 1180
ou N it —_—
But | three-vear-old is a Love's Blilndness
Few huntis evc will hundle a horse | " .
] and little (s expected of him il : 8 lin edi®
L )
I ahout 20w ring a colt t ;
v ) R it z p
f possibl loy nd
~| nmne \re n Kl a ( .
and ledl, gored | St i ‘ i ¢ R \T.
nng apples, d " diste I Y
| a \ Iredd t ] J
1 % < A (eazen
) 81 ) o "
i
1 i - iring
riod 1 t 1 g g | L
{v useless for lif
N L TR oles s Ihe Season
} ler $600° 4 heavywelg Il
ke got for und ile &2 )
W 1 ' al nter
“\1 hat ¢ n 1) !
i )
thin v P \| ( -
aith ¢ lear v o f
1o f
| go half t ) ‘
t ' z rounte Y ' r y \ :
P ed | thay et A the ri !
of t hat ¢ 08 I ' v
) y b le to g ( { 1 !
“ vil as negot el { ! >
often hears hunting | r . :
) 1 %l 1 \
(¢ ' } 2 = ) g |
orst L of « I dren’s A
\ 3 - ) 1 Ls Ity
ould be a good leaper, and ; ‘ Yoo
he yonld he a to gallog ey ¥ .
s add u ers, K t = \
1o 5 T of speed 1 B | e §
sy * (5 {hla desirahle '
N " \ y
on h riv (YL f Y |
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nNs 01 mes 80 v ) | -
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1} instances rry a oW L
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On Paper 1t Is a Case of 4,500,000 Men
Piited Against 1,004,000,
WasHinaron, Dec. 41, -A German stat-
1sticlan who jotted down daily the reporta
from both

Russian and Japanese sources
of the number of casualties in the Man
churian campaign found by adding up the
figures a fow weeks ago that the Russlans
had Jost and 00
m or asa many as the entire Mm of
goldiers available from the Czar's Empire
and that the Japanesa | cuffered the
onormous loss ol 5,778,800 men, five times
the total of all the Island Empire's
of the standing army and the reserves

While wde by
the 1

in killed wounded 4,

1ota

ave
soldiers

the exaggerations me both

12 exhibited vividly
beon tremendons and it
how long
fill up the

sides are tl RE08
have undoubtedly
becomes interesting to Know

either country oan continue to
broken

Russia
of wen with
of the army which she can gather in war-

50,000, ineluding

ranks

1a3 an almost unlimited supply

time is estimated at d

about 75000 officers

Every man in Russia {a a soldier, that is,
avery man between the ages of 21 and 438.
With the exception of educated persons,
those who have been gradualed from uni-

grammuar schools,
or in active
A graduate of a uni-
e actively for a

and
th the
quired
s required

versitios oges
flve

SOrvios |8 r¢

years ocolors

+

Versity to =ery

year only Those in the active service are,
of course, receiving training continually.
I'he reserves are trained for a fixed num-
ber of periodically. Regimental
barracks are scattered [rom one end of the
the other. and the mobilization
f the troops, although a vast undertaking,
Ik systematica.ly Besides the
when! drill to TORCI'VEOS are
anthjected, there are many companies and
for active

wooks
omoire t«

carried out

per which the

regiments which are ecalled out

duty in g Iing nots

In Japan the tatal of available resaerves
falls far helow that of Russia, but to offset
fact that Japan is nearer the scens
Some experts also believn

thisis the
if the fighting
the Japanese are better fighters

I'he Japanese standing army consisted
Lefore the war of only 167,620 officers and
men, while Russia's peace quota was 1,000~
12,000 officers, according to
by each Government,
Tha organization of the Japanese army
1& rather complicatad, but its efficiency
has been fully tested in the mobilization
and t of the troops to the
flald

In Japan all men from 17 to 40 are liable
to military In addition to the
standing army ave the reserves; then what
is known bv tnhe German term landwehr,

000 men and
figures supplied

transportation

aorvice

and the firit and secand depots

The reserves consist of those who have
service. They are en-
ir months and

the active
listed for four vears and fo
are considersad part of the standing army.
The landwehr, which is hrought into ser-
vice after all the reserves have been called

cquitted

to the colors, is composed of those who have |

the standing army, active and

and the enlistment period is five

quitted
reserve,
years. The first depot comprises all those
who have not enlisted in the active army
for a term of seven vears and four months.
Those who had not previously enlisted in
the first depot comprise the second depot,
the term of service of which is only a year
and four months.

These divisions are called out in regular
order. Training of three or four weeks
each year is given to all these not in the
active service, much after
our own State militia organization,

In
active training, and a depl
can easily and quickly be fillad with

the

eted regiment
trained
a fifth

which

and experienced men ere is also
urm, cor-

ne through the

division called the landst
t= of those who have g

landwehr or first depx but who have nat
been in other seryvio In this inner the

kly filled
Il these there are thousands

led upon for

of the
A«ide from a

army are qt

oavery man

miitary

upward of

|00, (HK) 13
() paper thi i ro« 1
with the R n g bt Ja
(21 ' i "o
men 1o Y | b mA 1
!  { ] : Fame ) t 1! ol L8| » Her
| Wit I in the present | &t
1 ! vl npared t
Rus . WK
1 v n at 1 fToring |
f la for trar rting food
tiuff= to the t is partly
regue “ cat
1 few da 1 ASK th
twenty trains dail !
¥ iy «1 ing Siberin and
chiria over the Siberian Rail
Japan ol hastheadva
tr GLEer e 1t}
i he resorves of R UL are
vith modern rifl Some of the regiments
voere il Loyears ago and new arms
have noat entirely repla« v thow of the old
ty e
On the other | 's forces go to
he front with ind arms of the latest
vy The e Japan f the
\ W ically in the better
y nt of ) forces
Pishermen's Clocks Always Fast,
/ e W inster Gazette
| s U \ » are holding the
Board d r it Hull ha Lo
) tain 1t exaet Gire
{ ppenings on the Dogger
) I u who ha be Led
gly ken o the ti nd
a iiar ot I'he
[ iwlers are timed onna
r 1T i the reasor
! rawlers may always take
good time to the “mar}
' Arriers hich ply between
L hoa T Tece bo ind Hull
r o | for the marketa
g ging director of tha Gamecock
ret AU Surely,” he
14 0 know that their
' N GRLLIS '@ gained by 1he
g M ed that it was
1 v ho fally unds
ol H ¢ uld ur nd 3
Fatallsm Among the Welsh,
i ! ! F .
A f rlet fever h oy
' o Aher v 1 ™ <
y the = of {atalis
v the Welst
| ® 1hAat ' the e fated
no pre . t - .
m T nd that the bther Hand
¢ ith if
t thelr fate to he i
| i : Is
- ! | 1 1
¢ ot dle
LK, y
' 1
\ -~ 1 .
o (

military tréining, and the size |

manner of

war times the reserves are put into

A Japanese on |hr C orrmnnlal and Cus-
toms of It Obseryance,

the

T'he Japanese celobrate first day of
as the do Chrigtmas
Day In the days before the
of 18458, the celebration used to take place
on the first day year according to the
old calendar. which happens a month later

@& yeur Christians

testoration

of a

than the first of Junuary according to the
' new calendar
A few daye previous to the first of Janu-
ary are the bugiest davs for the shopa in
cities and towns, for the people do con-
siderable shopping during these days for
New Year gifts. The hopkeepers are
busy, not only on account of the multitude
of shoppers, but glso on account of the

large amount of bills they have to collect

In Japan the shopkeepors sell their goods
extensively on trust. A considerable nimn-
ber of customers of a shop do not remit

| the bills promptly as promised. The bills

' remain in the hands of the customers until

| the keeper of the shops is obliged to hire a

| nurnber of collectors, who carry the bills
in their pockete and call upon the dalin-
auent cnstomers for payment at the end
of the year.

According to the custom of Japan,
bills and the money loaned personally may
ba collected until the midnight of the 31st
of December. With the dawn of the first

day of the new year they are liable to
remain unpaid until the and of the new
year. So the collectors strenuously hunt

the bills throughout the
the Japaness lantern,

up the payers of
night, with a chochin,
in their hand

A delinquent debtor who does not wish
to pay the bills which he expeota to ba
him will his door early in
the evening and go to bad. By and by a
and knocks at the
up the debtor from

sant to closa
collector eomesg around
door violently to wake
| his sound sleep.

Some  shopkeepers
Ya pound of flesh™
So very often their
seen hovening about on t streets until
the dawn, still carrying their choehin
in their hands. When they enter the deb-
tor's house they will say Giood evening!®
instead of “Good morning'*

The Japanese, in order to celebrata the
first dav of a new year, prepare a day or two
ahead a peculiar food called mochi, which
is a sort of unleavened bread made of
a kind of rice which has greater tenacious
quality than the other kinds, Bushels of

even exaot
their debtors.
ctars are to be

wonuld
from
colls

he

! this kind of rice are steamed in a large
barrel shaped utensil, which s placed
on the Yop of a flat topped boiler

After the rice ia sufficiently steamed

to make it soft enough to be kneaded into
a dough, it is taken out, a portion at a time,
into a stone mortar, in which it is knaaded
A half dozen men and maid servants stand
around the mortar.

Tha former hold in their hands kine,
pickaxelike tools of wood, whose pointa

are made blunt, while the latter hold wooden

poles, point blunt In time w the
musical aignals from their own muths,

the men swing the wooden pickaxes inthe
into the steamed
antsa mix and
{ turn and return the dough with the poles,
and one of them once in a while pours water
| into the mortar to prevent the dough from

airand plant them violently

| rion, while the maid sery

; sticking to the side

| This process continues until the dough
|, I g
| 18 very well mixed, so that ona -cannot

distinguish the separate grains of rice
Usually in fifteen minutes, the dough is
sufficiently kneaded. Then it ia taken out
of the mortar by a maid servant with her
hands and placed oo a larges flour-spread
bﬁur‘l.
I'he I

v of the family sprinkles flour

| en the dough to prevent it from being
sticky ta the hands of a half dozen ladies
who are ready to do their ¢ with thel
K imona_ sleaves tucked up with fesukr, n
cord « cloth.  The v of the family
‘,”.V':-.I,;“ yinto parts of different
1zes, according as <he 188 them to be
muade These are distributed among th
| lndies who at to take 1nto t'w“
hands the t the little dougt
intom ! zes and shapes
The rnoche are usually 1 1o ro the
word mochi meant rinally ’ {
the round mocku were modelled in the
t vof the tull 1 ny thas, ia "
ture, the pl ‘ ool s
fullt 1. Thoy me i diameter fro
Va8 | to two feet, » L he tc Kness of
from one to tw id w
tot the shape r atedd
Toi Jrriw s 15 7 ted many e
u the } F f rice om| .
¢ i I'he w earls
morning, nearly it
@ t 10 ] ' 8 il
{ I the m 1k £ \ '
{ £ to watch
l\ by { J, 2 )
depends larg ipoa th ealt it [
Fort ily \ werngoe | \
Saors an. i thins Kindred ook
- { are used
& gords
1 fleront 1 f
n le, the =il M1f ¥
e () Tie y of |
l rang t
tre for t! i
e in the ! N
is =k ait mid
nig Decomber. or oarly
in Jan., | be siaalar
T« L i K i
{1 fireplace, the god of
W
) he new vear ? labori-
= performed, not ver
a4 broor ] arried by a4 maid. So
concesyuble work is done on the 31st

every
of Decembaer
\ tabiles .\\"! “'"r f

N t! A A
o8 to "".ux' n out !
morning without ttoubling tl he
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